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Approved  
Minutes of the Executive Committee of the Academic Senate 
September 8, 2011; 1:30pm 
St. Mary’s Hall Room 113B 
 
Present: Paul Benson, Corinne Daprano, George Doyle, Jesse Grewal, Emily Hicks, Jonathan Hess, Leno 
Pedrotti, Carolyn Phelps, Joseph Saliba, Andrea Seielstad, Rebecca Wells  
 
Absent:  Antonio Mari 
 
Guests: James Farrelly 
 
Opening Meditation: Emily Hicks opened the meeting with a meditation 
 
Minutes: The minutes of the September 1, 2011 ECAS meeting were approved 
 
Announcements:  The final draft of the updated Constitution has been posted to the Senate website.   
 
Old Business: 
Faculty workload. J. Hess asked J. Farrelly to write a formal charge for the FAC sub-committee that will 
be examining this issue. J. Farrelly agreed to write the charge and will also serve as a resource to the 
sub-committee. The change will be reviewed by ECAS before sending to the FAC. Provost Saliba asked 
that a note be addressed to the Deans informing them of the sub-committee’s charge. G. Doyle asked 
about the history of this issue. J. Farrelly reviewed the past history of the issue at UD. Members of ECAS 
agreed there is a need to review the current workload policy for clarity and equity. 
 
Student senators. J. Hess asked whether student senators have been elected for the vacant Academic 
Senate positions (Humanities, Natural Sciences, Business, Education) or when such elections will be 
held? J. Grewal reported that SGA has an election process in place and that elections should occur next 
week. These elections are being held during the fall (instead of spring) semester because some positions 
went unfilled in the spring elections. ECAS discussed the importance of student representation on the 
Senate and ideas for ensuring more students seek election to these positions.  
 
Standing committee work.  J. Hess reviewed the updated list of tasks assigned to the Senate’s standing 
committees: 
 Task N/C Prev To Work due Due  
 Academic misconduct C ECAS APC Offer final report Sept. 27 
 PDP proposal C APC APC Review Appendix A Oct. 25 
 Oversight of CAP dev N  APC Hear monthly reports      -- 
 *Faculty evaluation C FAC FAC Rec. on purpose of eval Oct. 11 
 Intellectual property rights C FAC FAC Proposal Nov. 8 
 Titles for part-time faculty C FAC FAC Proposal Nov. 8 
 Policy on emeritus status N  FAC Proposal Nov. 8 
 ? Academic misconduct C APC SAPC Review ?? 
 ? Com tech in class N  SAPC Proposal ?? 
 *UNRC policy doc C UNRC ECAS Review final document ?? 
 Committee membership C UNRC UNRC Complete the list ?? 
 *Voting representation N  Ad hoc Report and proposal ?Dec. 
2 
 
 Faculty workload N  FAC/Ad hoc    Report and proposal Mar. 
 *Consultation issue C ECAS ?? 
 
 Tasks completed N/C Prev To Work due Due  
 CAP&CC voting rights N  APC Offer recommendation Aug. 30 
 
J. Hess highlighted two issues that the APC discussed and asked if these issues might benefit from review 
and proposal by the SAPC: 1) Academic misconduct policy; and, 2) Student use of technology in the 
classroom.  
 
Academic Misconduct Policy.  C. Phelps, chair of the APC, will submit a report to ECAS regarding the 
Academic Misconduct policy and ECAS can then decide if this issue should go back to the SAPC for 
review. 
 
ECAS then had a discussion about removing items from the Senate Issues list. Members of ECAS agreed 
that action does not need to be taken on all issues brought before ECAS. Given this possibility J. Hess 
suggested that ECAS review the Issues list at the end of the spring semester to determine which items 
have been completed and which may need to be removed without further action so these items aren’t 
simply carried over from one year to the next. 
 
Technology in Class. C. Phelps reported that faculty sometimes struggle to know what to do about 
students using technology in class for purposes other than class work. The APC considered a request last 
year to formulate a statement on behalf of the university indicating that faculty have the right to set any 
policy they feel is educationally sound with regard to use of these devices (including banning their use in 
class altogether).  
 
Members of ECAS had a lengthy discussion regarding this issue. Provost Saliba suggested that when 
faculty ban the use of laptops in class altogether this can become an issue of faculty rights (i.e. to set 
classroom policy) versus student rights (e.g. students who are using their laptop for class work, students 
with disabilities who need to use laptops and other assistive devices during class).  P. Benson suggested 
that since technology changes so rapidly the issue may warrant further study before a Senate standing 
committee is assigned the task of creating a university wide policy. Provost Saliba suggested that ECAS 
resolve whether or not there is a need for a university wide policy then assign the task to a Senate 
standing committee. L. Pedrotti suggested also gathering input from the Deans regarding the need for 
such a policy. J. Hess will consult with David Wright of the LTC regarding this issue. 
 
Statement on consulting.  This issue was put on hold for next week. J. Farrelly agreed to provide J. Hess 
with a draft statement on consultation that will be circulated to ECAS for review prior to next week’s 
meeting. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 2:35 PM.    
   
Respectfully submitted by Corinne Daprano 
